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like the heretics, to secret knowledge. " She does not teach one thing in public and keep another thing to herself in secret But she both declares openly what she thinks, and keeps what she declares by living in accord therewith."x
As contrasted with the teaching of heretics, the doctrine of the Church is sane and self-consistent, and keeps a safe path between extremes. Gregory illustrates this statement in the following manner: " Arius, recognizing Three Persons in the Godhead, believed also in Three Gods; Sabellius, on the contrary, recognizing One God, believed that there was One Person. Between whom Holy Church holds unswervingly the right pathway of her teaching, and, in proclaiming One God, asserts against Sabellius Three Persons, and, in asserting Three Persons, confesses against Arius One God. Again, Manichaeus, finding virginity commended in Scripture, condemned marriage; while Jovinian, knowing marriage to be allowed, despised the purity of virginity. So heretics are confused by their perverse understanding, and their wickedness is at the same time at one with itself in sin and at variance with itself in opinion. But Holy Church moves composedly midway between the disputes of either side. She knows how to receive the higher good, and at the same time to venerate the lower, neither putting the lowest on a level with the highest, nor in veneration of the highest despising the lowest." 2
This doctrine the Church teaches with authority. It is true that she does not disregard the claims of the human reason. " Holy Church," says Gregory, " being trained in the school of humility, does not enjoin by absolute authority the right instruction she delivers, but requires faith on rational grounds of conviction. And even when she speaks of things which cannot be comprehended by reason, she rationally advises that human reason should not be eager to fathom what is hidden." 8 Yet it is to faith that the Church primarily appeals. Many of her doctrines she cannot herself understand4; others she deliberately refuses to elucidate, that her feeble members may not be puffed up with the pride of knowledge.5 For it is with her a principle that ignorance with humility is to be
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